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order that the Chinese might look on him in a more
friendly way.
Similarly;, at the beginning of his reign he implored the
British Empire to do all it could to help in the mission
field, yet when it came to a very vital question of Colonial
Government in Malta, the Vatican took up a line so strong
that in the end British diplomatic relations with the Vatican
were practically broken off. The point; was small, the
island was small, and the people involved were not neces-
sarily popular with either side, but the Vatican's attitude
caused criticism from the most loyal Catholics in Great
Britain even after admitting that there was some con-
siderable provocation.
As a result, there is to this day no very great sympathy
with the Vatican in the British Foreign Office, despite the
fact that in proportion there are more Roman Catholics
in the British Foreign Office than in almost: any other
British service. This gives strength to my criticisms of the
Vatican's political and diplomatic policy, since if an
organisation such as the British Diplomatic Corps, which
must from its own experience understand the appalling
difficulties of a world-wide policy (such as only the Vatican
and Great Britain have to pursue), still disapproves of the
Vatican's attitude, in spite of the personal Catholic
leanings of many members, then there must be a fair
amount in the criticism*
The Catholic mission field of Africa was succeeding well
until the Abyssinian incident, and there is considerable
hope amongst the majority of mission leaders that this
success will continue again in the near future. These
missioners have their propaganda colleges for study in
Rome, in Holland, in England^ and above all in Carthage.